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Session 2 – What is my personal mission statement? 

“What lies behind us is nothing compared to what lies within us and ahead of us.”  

| Stephen R Covey, How to Develop Your Personal Mission Statement 

Personal Mission Statement Examples 

People 

1 "To be a teacher. And to be known for inspiring my students to be more than they thought they 

could be." Oprah Winfrey, founder of OWN, the Oprah Winfrey Network 

In an issue of O magazine, Winfrey recalls watching her grandmother churn butter and wash 

clothes in a cast-iron pot in the yard. A small voice inside of her told her that her life would be more 

than hanging clothes on a line. She eventually realized she wanted to be a teacher, but "I never 

imagined it would be on TV," - she writes. 

 

2 Let the first act of every morning be to make the following resolve for the day: 

 I shall not fear anyone on Earth. 

 I shall fear only God. 

 I shall not bear ill will toward anyone. 

 I shall not submit to injustice from anyone. 

 I shall conquer untruth by truth. 

 And in resisting untruth, I shall put up with all suffering. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

His mission is captured in a short list of active statements. You can craft your mission in this 

style, starting each sentence with "I shall" or "I will." 

 

3 "In all my relationships (personal and professional) people receive support and help first, before 

I ask for anything in return.  I am loyal and consistent with all relationships."  - a client of 

Professor Murnane 

 

4 “I walk with women in the trenches of their careers, providing support as they discover their 

own path to fulfillment and joy.” - a client of Professor Murnane 

 

Companies 

5 “To organize the world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful.” - Google 

 

6 “Food with integrity.” - Chipotle 

 

7 “To help people save money so they can live better.” - Walmart 


